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is no man living is more
able to write autobiography and
make It interesting and biitorical that
Judge M W Gibbs late consul to
Madagascar from the Uoited States
and probably the most picturesque of
the Afro mericans of the old school
and certainly the moat experienced
Judge Gibbs just issued from press

Shadow and auobfograjhj-
ar d we have read no b iok of its natm
which is more instructive and better
written than the k under the cor
sideration T
wrote the Intrdnrtion to the book and
in the opening paragraph he Rays 1
is seldom that one man even if he bap
lived as long as Judge M W Gibbs IF

able to record hla impressions of so
many wdely separated parts of tb
earths surface as Judge Gibbs can or
to recall personal xoerinree in so many
important occurrences Mr VVashine
ton struck the keynote of this review
and had he gone Irt d ta Is a little
more a review been necessary In
the preface Judge OJ bba gives his ex-

cuse for the appearance of the work ap

follows During the late years abroad
while reading the autobiographies of
diatlngnist ed men who hoc been bene
factors the thought ooourrd that I had
a varied career though not as fruitful

deserving of rrn wn as these
charac era and differing as to status
and aim Yet the mfght be
of benefit to those who eager for

are willing to ba laborious
students to attain worthy ends

It may ba interesting to know that
Judge GibDd is seventynine years oi-

an he fits born in fiJiUdelpbia in
1833 and the story of hit rise which ht-
BO wonderfully narratesjs the same ok
story only that young Gibbs had me rt
varied experiences than the average
young man who succeeds

At the age of twelve young Gibbs
was in the employ of a very wealthy
lawyer of Philadelphia and being cum
pelled to beat his own path since hi
father died when he only eight
years of age and a pupil in a school at
Philadelphia Oa his way one daj
with Mr Fisher 10 ihe letters plantation-
in Maryland he took Gibbs along H
had never sten a slave in bondage in

j When he reached
seeing the tlave driven by ih
slave driver he asked Mr Fisher
they were Mr Fisher told him thai
they slaves and asked the young
boy how be would like to be a slave
Judge Gbbs save Iy answer was
quick and conformed to felling 1

would n it ba a slave Fitly spoken N
grander declaration I have ever made
From that time Judge Gibbs beoame
a worker in the snti slavery movement
He Bays in his book that he attributes
his horror to slavery to the fact that e
had heard so very ranch to the Nat
Turner episode which occurred shortly
before he made thi declaration There
is no history in print that gives as
much of the anti slavery movement a
Judge Gibba doe in his effort For
two reasons Because hs was intensely
interested the liberation of the elavr
and because he was a worker in the
ranks He depend not on searching In
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the recordsof the past but he depends
solely on his vivid memory

Speaking of his association
Frederick DonelasR in the work
author eay In Frederick

Charles Lenox Remand and Julia
Grffith lady attended th
National Anti Slavery Convention held
in Philadelphia At its close Mr
Douglass invited me to accompany him

his home at R Chester and then
join him in cturiug in the Western
Reserve Mr Gibbs accepted the in
vitation and that was the beginning
of his eventful career He tells how

the trip to Rochester was the event
his subsequent trip to California
we doubt whether there is to be
a more accurate if rot embellished his-

tory of the fortyniners in California
The Judge pauses long enough in
story of his arrival at San Francisco
and his work where he engaged in

large business after mbny re
versal to give this advice Do
hesitate when you are without choice
to accept the most humble and menial
employment It will be a source o

pleasure If by self denial saving your
earnings you keep a fix d intent
make it the stepping stone to some
thing higher

One of the must interesting chapters
in tie book ia tbat dealing with

lumbia where gold was discovered
in 1858 and where Judge Ghbbs went

of gold and freedom in all that
the term implies Tae Judge however
after a short residence over in tbe is-

land came back to thIs country and
married His description of the un
restful spirit of the country in 1859 as
he traveled through the country is
splendid He seems to have not Kt a
single incident of importance slip by
His views on the LincolnDouglass
episode are well foundea and shows a
keen perception and they are the
more valuably now since the peace of
toe gods pervades the very air and the
Judge has had chance for rtiiaction
In no chapter of the book does the man
forget tha boy and just in the midst of
a description ot the island of British
Columbia Judge says Gat a trade-
b ys if you have to lye on bread and
apjles while attaining it t may be
said that the Judge baa one himself
JUdge Gibbs has a whole history of the
admission of California to the union
and of the disc very of gold and the
dtrenons life incident upon such revela

it is his direct influence on th
the Negro as oted in his

aook as well as exemplified in his life
which mikes the work so intensely

and valuable The Judge
i mammoth part in the state of

in the reconstruction period and
life since those days has been such

flattering success that bis part is
really important since he died not
wIth the occasion but rose higher after

Judge first entered political life in
Island when ne was elected-

to the common council but his great
life which he EO deftly

is in the state of Arkansas where
a wandering career he finally

settled
The book is a record of very many
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meetings held by the leaders of the Ne-
gro race in this country and gives the
exact reason f r the meeting and the
final outcome and the eSct of its

on the b dv politics Says the
Judge It can be properly noted that
among the many helpful iigns of race
advancement not the least is the
broader fraternal nation of our religious
bodies Our churches having the ear of
tbe masses their opportunity and
growing disposition to unite for the

as well as the spiritual progress
and advancement of our people oannot
be too highly commended

But while the reminiscences of the
Jndge are valuable his opinion on the
solution of the Negro problem is worthy
of attention and reflection Speaking

Negro domination The cry of Ne
gro domination like the baseless fabric
of a vision has as little foundation The
problem to be solved is not what la or
shall be the statue of the colored man
born the flag but whether the
forces of Christian civilization the
genius and spirit of our government
impartiality In the execution of law
without let or bindran e are equal to
the performance of their mission or are
only sounding brass and Unking
cymbals Further he remarks The
assumption that citizens of a common
country cannot live together in amity

Being present at an indignation
meeting o one occasion when one
brother sang out How long 0 JJord
are we to bear these discriminations
The Judge said For sime time longer
All thing considered we are making
progress and will continue In the ratio
we obtain education and wealth
When we have more banks railroad
stock fewer high sounding societies
such as The Seventeen Stars of the Con
solidation The Rising Persevering Free
dons of Joshua That sounds very
hard bat the Negro has got to lean it
and the Judge with his seventy years of
experience had just s well teach the
leeson as any one el e His story of the
condition of the state of Arkansas
where he threw his fortune after the
war and its subsequent delivery is
thrilling The Judge was a leader and-
a lawyer It may not be amies to say
that he was appointed county attorney
for his county and later elected muni
cipal judge for the city of Little Rock
where to his credit as the records will

he dispensed justice not as a
but as an American citizen

The Judge was appointed Register of
of the Land Office and later still

of Public Moneys The history of
the turbulent times of the Baxter
Brooks fight for supremacy in the state
Is vividly described and must of neces
sity be accurate as the Judge himself
was one of the men who were directly
Interested in the outcome

stay in Madagascar as United
3taes Consul is told and the customs
of the people are brought to light in a
manner which is fascinating and

Each voyage which he took
during his career IB told In which
few have ever tried to follow and the
book on the whole is historical
Whether in Philadelphia as a poor
boy on the stum p as a lecturer in

of the slave or In California
of gold or in British Columbia

laying a foundation for a great business
career or as member of the common
council or In Arkansas studying law
and af erwards practicing the Drofes

or as county attorney and
judge or aa a great political

Leader in the state and federal
or a member of some conven
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THE MKINLEY HOUSE
489 Missouri Ave Near 6 St
Firstclass accommodations for all
An Hotel for colored
people Rooms neatly furnished
linens clean and prices within
reach of all Meals and Lunched

served at all hours The
PORTER HOUSE CAFE

103 6th St N W
Wines uiquors and Cigars A full
line of the choicest liquors the best
brands of cigars and coolest

beer in Washington

BROWN SMITH
Proprietors

1100 20th SL corner L
Washington D 0

SOUTHERN HOTEL
Q-

O O

o Good board steam heat and o

electric bells Home 3

moderate prices 311 Pa Av o

o n w Washington o

o Fine wines liquors cigars and 0-

o To cco o

JACK M RYAN PROP

SKe Kloodsoivirst-

class newly furnished and decorated un

cuisine convenient to all cars Onlr

square from Pennsylvania Eepot

467 Missouri Avenue

Proprietor

Fi
OLD WMUKEY

nora of all Kind
Choice Clear

PHILADELPHIA HOUSE-

M F CARROLL Prop

Restaurant and Saloon
348 Pennsylvania Avenue N

D 0
Meals to Order Everything First

Class
Billiard and Pool Parlors Attached

SlvlITH
LADIES AND GENTLEMENS

DINING ROOM

Board by the Day or Week

A M SMITH
479 Missouri Ave Prop

HOTEL CLYDE

476 MISSOURI AVE NW
Accomodation-
sFor

Ladies and Gentlemen Hot
and Cold Baths

MRd ALICE E HALL
Proprietress
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